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~AREEEHO ~ BURERAE Y BEREASIE?
REURE H B R BAR T
WHOM SHOULD | DATE? WHOM SHOULD | MARRY?
GOALS FOR MARRIAGE & NORMS FOR CHOOSING
YOUR PARTNER

&ar: (HaEL) 6: 1-9;  (EEINE) 12: 2 (SRS
1: 3-4.
Scripture: Deuteronomy 6:1-9; Romans 12:2; Il Peter 1:3-4.

5|&. INTRODUCTION.

T S RS N
Dating and marriage: Important concern for young adults.

R R IS CBLEmE) MFE.
A recurring topic through generations faced by the church (and the
church MUST face this issue).

REZRE, K& SBEWIERIEHE, MEERT LGS
A, DA 3 HR AR A R

Important topic, because: the purity and commitment to the Word
of God, by individuals and by the Church as a body, are at stake.

| BELKEE, RENHER.
CONFUSED THINKING AND RE-FOCUSING
OUR MINDS.

1 BAPEA R AL D .

We live in a confusing world/generation.



WERPY, g, B BRI
East and West, traditional, modern and post-modern — they all co-
exist.

REZER: AR CEK) KRR RS AR
TEFRAM I AR R A7

Most importantly: secular vs. Biblical principles co-exist. That is,
they co-exist in our minds.

BT R A E RS 5 w2 s, BRER IR,
Z MR R 5.

Christians often come from a secular (traditional, modern or post-
modern, nevertheless secular) background.

2. B, EAEEGERIEEE TR, AAERARUREE O
TR L] miERE.  C CERE) 12: 2. )
So when Christians are converted to the Lord, they may or may

not go through a thorough process of “being transformed by the
renewal of the mind.” (Rom. 12:2.)

Rk, PR RN TARDR] .

Thus in their own minds, there is a spiritual schizophrenia of values.

E*@*ﬁé‘\%%: ‘lﬁ/f'@ﬁ/]}/?\/\Jﬁj@ (%@) «%%§>> E/JJE/\J

Or worse, the secular is dominant over Biblical principles.

Biltn, fEEEH L, EEBK R E1L.
For example, schizophrenia or secularization in values in areas
such as:

TRAE? EERE.
What is love? The definition of love.

SR H



The goal of dating.
S8R IHEE
Standards for dating.

DS AT R 2
What is marriage?

USUR ) H AR

The goal of marriage.

UIREE7SE

How do we go about making decisions?

o R B i

SRS o

Emotions vs. will.

fEig—VEErE b, (R JEYnEE M0
And what is the role of the Bible in all of this?

3. FERL: AESELEIRAN (EEAL) PEMEE, ISR
EF CHEES) ISR,
BT A LA EEE (AR, HERE, &
Wae Sy, SXAEGES, o )
Focus: Christians need to adopt Biblical values, in order to
build a marriage in which both parties have the same values

(not compatible personality types, educational background,
financial abilities, culture or language, etc. etc.)

|

(oA

SEIRIAEAE R, o S oK B A ) B A !
A common value system is a vital condition for a happy family!

FERG: [N EArRIEs, 2 T CRMBEIER) -
Focus: Return to the Word of God, and understand (then obey):



TEREDE, (RHRIRIEE I PIGE 2R ?

What does it mean to live as a Christian, as a disciple of Jesus
Christ?

T RAE?

What is love?

AR AT EE?
What is dating?

ISR ?

What is marriage?

AL L H B AT R ?
What is the goal of having children?

. TR, B, MRk: (EL) KB RIERE,
BIBLICAL GOALS AND NORMS FOR DATING,
MARRIAGE, AND CHILDREN.

1. &K (dating, [4Aa3E] O EAHEE?
What is dating?

(HEAE) WHRBI A (At

There is no mention of dating in the Bible.

[afE] EvE VR RER IR R 212, A RATH .
CZHT, HEE WA R A BHniEn ! D
It was invented when automobiles became cheap. (Before
this, free dating wasn’t common even in the USA!)

e, A TVUIES) (1915-27) B2 BHEATRATH .



In China, it became common before and during the May
Fourth Movement era (1915-27).

M4t ] 72 B i BB SR 95 A/ S 4% A B R it
o
Dating is the free exploration of a relationship between a
man and a woman.

o TiRde] RWE AR B ERZRAT B ?
What is the goal of dating? What SHOULD BE the goal of
dating?

B ARSI, WERO—T. CEARS Tk
—UERRE. BRANERE. WARR THFEG: f—
a3 2 i B ASAE B AR B VR | A2 D
Not just to have fun, have a good time. (Even more
NOT as an escape — escape from conflict with family,

etc. And NOT as a way for healing from a previous
broken relationship! No!)

B AR AR EE TS A E R
NOT evangelism/missions!! This is NOT how we do
evangelism !

B OANERL T R A, —fREEme.
LB 2 AP ELRF . )
Not just to get to know another person, a person of
opposite sex. (A point which most secular
psychologists have insisted on for many years.)

B SR H B RASIS: o —E 50, EALSWH, s
AR AR A
The goal of dating is marriage: to find a suitable, life-
long partner in marriage.

10



AR 184 [nde] EREMERNE? (AR
| TIEM, KR CEARRIRMED T, BRE
T, RCAEREBE T

Are you willing to accept this as the proper GOAL of
dating? (Perhaps at this point you already have a
mental block — or rather, a stubborn will...)

OB, R R AR AT R
The next question, then, is: What is marriage?

(FAH R 2] A E. D
(We will get to the idea of “love” later.)

DR UA AN NS H 2R

Marriage is NOT just a human invention/convention.

WA TP AGE PR GELERITE T 23] (SR
BEPMAEAD , HAREENERE CEAHEGTH
WEED .

Marriage is NOT “they lived happily thereafter” (the
ending of traditional romance movies). Nor is marriage

“the death of love” (contemporary secular pessimistic
view).

IBIAA RS NI (B0 BEE.  (RIEIRE 1%
BB SRR [HIE] . HRa, K
A i 2 AR RN, AHERSEE T . D
Marriage is NOT a burden for men and women (unless
you think that: taking up our responsibilities according
to God’s will is a “burden”: If this is what you think,
then you are not ready to be an adult person, not to
mention getting married!).
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B OSINE B 2 B A N\ B AR 1
B, ( (AIHEDY 1: 26-28. )

Marriage is God’s idea. Marriage is one of the institutions
God established, when he created man and woman.
(Genesis 1:26-28.)

B OSUHE B4 (Marriage is a covenant): 4548, 2
—(HREMER . C (BREEE) 2. 1415, (G
=) 2: 17, )
Marriage is a covenant between a man and a woman.
(Malachi 2:14-15; Proverbs 2:17.)

B SR RER: B, RERSMET . &
0§, AR LISY, MAERME, BECHRmE: &
0§, AR,

It is a vow for life-long commitment. To get married

isn’t wearing a wedding dress, having flowers or
exchanging a ring: but to exchange vows.

B R, &SR EEAT.
Correct. Marriage is a responsibility.

W RZEEGE, KRl Bk, WAEML (B2 [®
HREN] D BAR—EAGER S BRGE . bR 2]
PHFE. TR TR R E RS R
Many Christians — especially men — are NOT ready to

make a commitment. They need to re-examine their
commitment to the Lord.
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4. GROARTH AR ?

What is the goal of marriage?

ARR TIERGHEEE! A THET! AER
TR

Not the pursuit financial security! Not to buy a housing
unit! Not to immigrate overseas!

AR THEE Qi HIRER !

Not the boosting of one’s self-esteem (ego).

AREFy THRB IR EE, g [#2E] G
REZHAEEIRIR, EAREE .

Not to find a romantic, warm cocoon of love (it may be
a by-product, but NOT the goal).

ARG H AR BB SRR E I

(SRIEF

EIAMUR AR A

By 1E AL -

Goal of marriage is set by God:

Companionship;

Reproduction of a godly seed,;

Prevention of fornication.

DRI, 1R E AR, ASUH AR HE 2

[ AE&—), ME— TR, EHFE—RO
&, B8, BEEEMS . B EKR B
A FE . C CHRAEHD 6: 33, )
Naturally, the norm for marriage is: “becoming one” in
all aspects, not only one FLESH, but including
becoming one in heart, mind, and values. Both husband
and wife put God’s kingdom and righteousness first.
(Matthew 6:33.)
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ERAE?
What is love?

B REEEEAD (2] EETEMENE, (HR KRR
HAEH T e
The word LOVE is used often by Christians, and often
grossly abused/misused.

i

B[R] GRS, RAEEERG TGS,
oy, B WS,
It is abused/misused because Christians have adopted a
secular, pagan definition of love.

\

~

B OEARIRER RN, AREAeRK, AR,
ARfERR, (gL, fArRfRiEAZNIT, H
RARENARE, AMEBRER. ) BEREL K
ALY o CHESRIELG P E R B HE i 352 AR B S o
FREHEF FIERACE. )

Love is not romantic feelings of warmth, security,
sexual lust, or affection. (Some of these may be
legitimate ways to express love, but they are not the
essence of love. They are not the definition of love.)
These ideas come from Hollywood, psychology, and
existentialist philosophy, to name a few. They don’t
come from the Bible! (Even though you may hear them
taught by so called “Christian counselors” or “marriage
and family” experts.)

B OEARERSE, BEOR: THEOTREH R EER.
Love is NOT feelings, although feelings may truly
express love.
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B SNSRI A S
Love is not the same as physical intimacies.

B OEOR: Kah, RHRERETT RN .
Love is a commitment to seek the highest welfare of the
other.

OB R = BRSO
Example: Loving God = seeking to glorify Him.

BB AN = BORETT R MR, B Y
Tl [hemsEsE] !
Example: Loving another person = working to facilitate

his/her becoming more like Jesus.
THAT IS his/her highest good/welfare!

. IR AT, BEZT, DERAEAG?

What is the role of having children in marriage?

B SREAZNAA, ERAZRAMEER ! (B
AE EAg R . O

Ultimately, it is NOT up to us! It is not an option
(unless God prevents pregnancies).

B %7, SRISIAAER HARHIZ IR .
Children is the NATURAL outcome of marriage.

B OAEEO NOBRE, s 7!
Don’t worry about population explosion; God is in
control of the universe.

W CBPREE, RkEEA B, BRI R
A HIEDEFMM, RN, FEAHN, B
1 B EEAR BN o
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7.

Husbands and wives normally have the responsibility to
bring children into the world, and nurture them to
become godly believers, useful for service in God’s
kingdom.

Sham: IRIERZIERKE [4R4E] -
Conclusion: This is how you SHOULD look at dating:

B S S AR B L e B R RO O RS A B
1
To seek a life-long partner who will hold to a common
faith and value system as yours;

W B/ R A AR R R

To make a commitment with that life-long partner;

W B/ EO S, REE
To be one in spirit with him/her, to love and serve the
Lord;

B ERHUER S, A AMEE b ) AR A 4%
N

To bring up godly children, useful to serve God in his
kingdom.

B OER: AUBMEE TR AT 2. A
WA RARBFH R AL L ZHA
LRl AR R, BEENERIER.
Pay attention: Some “criteria” for your future spouse
cannot be comprised. Some “criteria” are good, but are
not necessary. Some criteria — if you insist on them as
something you absolutely cannot comprise — become
disobedience.
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|1 BT BB AT A ?

1.

CAN | DATE A NON-CHRISTIAN?

Wk, RIS ALE [ 3E {1 P R 2

4, EEIRAMAEAS, WE T

Oh, so you are still asking this question? OK. Let’s
summarize.

RUTS, IRFRER CRZRBERD , RERE— A4
fa:

Remember the kind of life-long partner you need (NOT
what you WANT):

SRR LR RE R B, S, R

A~
o ® o

United with you in values — on love, marriage and
children.

R EAHNMRFEE R L, &R, [E
A, TR T IR NS 5T TR
ANELE RN EIS 2 A% A 5w !

By the way, also united in values such as — how to rear
children; how to look at money, privacy, in-laws, etc.
Don’t wait till after the wedding; discuss them before
marriage!

WS S HERAR A O B AR R
A partner who will work with you to bring up godly
children.

B AHIERA S, EE MR AR — R R, DA,
AT B R .
Goes without saying: A partner who will honor, study,
and obey God’s Word together.
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3.

(EE&L) ZRibsd AN EYS.

Scripture’ injunction against marrying a non-believer
(Gentile).

[MEEAE, AFFEA—#E. ]  (FHR2EE)
6: 14. )
Do not be unequally yoked. (Il Corinthians 6:14.)

TRATRE | I, it TEETESSCRAEREH 3 EINE
B, BIG? BE..

Often Christians may object: this verse has to do with
business partners? Answer...

o FAMEE] (CBEEL) MERTE (BEERE o —
DI BHRSE «

OK; let us return to the first five books of the Bible.
Let’s start from the very beginning.

(BItFC) /=& “AR&A—#8. Bgo%, &
8, EEEPE—.

Genesis 2 — becoming one flesh. This involves
becoming one in heart, mind and values.

«Eﬁﬁ&ﬂ%a» 6: 1-9. %E‘/Z‘Zgﬁ‘b%ia E%EE’ 3‘%
17 LA AR o
Deuteronomy 6:1-9. Families are to honor, read, obey
God’s Word TOGETHER.

CRAE) H: 76 LA RIS (R A
WL RREMER, (RN RELE AR
FAREREAL, RN (REKE, HEW
— (AR )

18



Emphasis on family as God’s unit in his plan of
salvation (covenant) means:

Your Christian faith is NEVER JUST an individual
matter.

It is also COMMUNAL — being a member of a family;
being a member of the church.

BRI ARG, &EIS R, RAHEECLE, B

AEEB E RO,
It is IMPOSSIBLE to be one in heart, mind and values
when you date/marry a non-Christian.

. BAEIRAT LR B, TERRERIMAR 6. 14 7EUSIH (315)
b, WHEAAEAZIE?

Maybe NOW you can see: It is NOT INAPPROPRIATE to
apply 11 Corinthians 6:14 to marriage?

. AEBRBN: BAUREERER. ANEREER.
Don’t look at others. Some Christians do do this — this
doesn’t make it RIGHT.

AR A e —E TR, AT MR 5 R
[E%] B

You become part of a PROBLEM for the church, rather
part of the SOLUTION to the world’s needs.

. BB LeRIUTE), BEGEN, fE (E
2 .

It is appropriate, and Biblical, for the church to take action.
(FRAEE) Matthew 18: 15-18.

C BB EUE . BRI E I S BTSN, A
g R (ETE o
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10.

The first step is: the church/pastor will NOT officiate/bless
such marriages.

B, HEAReEHITAAE. KA I R ELE:
FEGEIAFCE I, AR SRR e B AL .
Discipline may be in order. That is because one of the two
parties is a Christian: When a Christian joins the church,
he/she pledged to be willing to submit to the church’s
discipline.

11 WAEE, BIREE EEE. REgFEE 2T EACH A
R, PRZZARN .
Don’t look at other churches. If your church holds to
discipline, you are blessed.
12. BAwph iRy, MubReEddbm.  (RakE) 12
6-11. )
Those whom God loves, He will discipline them. Hebrews
12:6-11.
V. RHHBE, M
EHEFRI R HAME R .
OBJECTIONS AND OTHER COMPLICATING
FACTORS.
1. BEE, AR CEIEEEAE, B8 P s
. HERSERE: M FEHRA !
Pressure from parents, and others, including society and
media. Christian singles: We feel with you; we sympathize!
2. A, FEEREIA: EEBEERGRME. RGN, A

£ CREE) BN, REIR

20



But let us be clear: There are false, insufficient, sub-
Biblical criteria for choosing your life-long partner. Don’t
adopt them!

Fihb: s, ban RN A I E R, AR SR
T

Another point: God does call some Christians to singleness.
That’s a calling to serve God.

CER, R, B S RIR B AR AP A
u, wEHLL.

BUT normally, God’s will is for us to get married and raise
a godly Christian family.

. fhewe: [E12IRRE R ARRL
CONCLUSION: RETURN TO OUR FOCUS.

CREVIEEE L. REL, #RE,  (RERL) FASE. HIER
[

After all is said (confusion, complicating factors, Biblical
principles) ...

The real questions are:

- /fﬁﬁ/@w—%im%ﬁ@q%?
Do you want to get married?

W R Ry T IR SR R AR A U

Do you want to get married for the RIGHT reasons?

B REIEN S, G B PR AL AN ?

Your dreams for marriage ... Are these things what God
wants to give to you?
Really?
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2.

VR IR AR b B aEMS 2 (B PREAE THS? W
%IEJ—‘{ Fnlﬂ%o )

Are you willing to submit to God’s Word? (Or: Are
you born again? These two are the same question.)

PG PREEERIEE, B T MiRE (5
FAb A M, Bi (HARD —E RS
CEREL) [MBAAR, VR R A5 S A P & g AN 2
Or are you so stubborn to hold on to a romantic (or
otherwise) secular IDEA or REALITY of a

“relationship of love,” at all costs — that you ignore the
Lord and His Word?

ARE: TEE A R S
Or ... maybe THIS is the real problem?

ARAT LABIFE .
It is possible to return.

REGIZAFELISES, #8AT LA EA Y .
As long as you haven’t made the marriage VOW, you
can turn back.

A5G . BEBRRAARE. ..

No, it isn’t easy. Even seemingly impossible ...

PRAEE B IR IR

... Unless the Holy Spirit gives you strength.

FEREARAE L Ar AT S, #RATRER.  C (115
%BE) 1: 34, ) i
If you want to obey God, it is possible. (Il Peter 1:3-4.)

22



m HZ:. EEEEH ARG AEEER.
But: The Holy Spirit WANTS to give strength to all
believers.

W REERIG?
So ... Are you willing?

W[ B AT AT . B BRI R .
Return to the Lord. May God have mercy.

Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling,
Calling for you and for me;
See on the portals He’s waiting and watching,
Watching for you and for me.
Come home, come home,
Ye who are weary, come home!
Earnestly, tenderly Jesus is calling,
Calling: “O sinner, come home.”

HR R SR 2 AR D) AL PP, A IPRELPR, IR
b O AEPR O PISMSERAR, SRR, SR
R, A,

B EE R oK
HR kil 5% 28 AR UL IR,
BREIEYNGN £
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HEp s 3:1-14
5On B RN & P
SENBRENE
SR SRR
SxRa N ER A

P S

.
*aERe - (LEHRA ) *
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