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Q. 12. What are the decrees of God?

A. God’s decrees are the wise, free, and holy acts of the
counsel of his will, whereby, from all eternity, he hath,
for his own glory, unchangeably fore-ordained
whatsoever comes to pass in time, especially
concerning angels and men.

AT el B CBRAE: D TN XF MO
BT, MAEN, BEAMASEMBIEMN. ( JI: 1:11)

In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined
according to the purpose of him who works all things according to the
counsel of his will. (Eph 1: 112

RO, MR R R RCA AR L il ) M (T L RE Y At (Y 5
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Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How

unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways!
(Romans 11: 33)

HRAIAE A g AGE L E , flO P A RIGCIRAF.  (33:11)
The counsel of the Lord stands forever, the plans of his heart to all
generations. (Psalms 33:11)
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It is difficult for non-Christians to accept that God predetermines and
controls everything that happens in the universe. This is not surprising,
because humans naturally want to control their own destinies. Deists
believe that God created the world and then ceased to intervene.

Unfortunately, some Christians also strongly reject the doctrine that God
acts according to His own plan.
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However, if we truly know God and ourselves, this doctrine is our
comfort! Imagine what kind of world it would be if God truly allowed
everyone to do whatever they wanted according to their own will!

In the matter of coming to faith in Christ, it is not our free will that brings
God's grace; rather, it is God's grace that brings the freedom of our will.
Then, Christians live out God's plan in their lives through their free but
limited will.
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Q. 13. What hath God especially decreed concerning angels

and men?

A. God, by an eternal and immutable decree, out of his mere
love, for the praise of his glorious grace, to be manifested in
due time, hath elected some angels to glory; and in Christ
hath chosen some men to eternal life, and the means
thereof:
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and also according to his sovereign power, and the
unsearchable counsel of his own will, (whereby he extendeth
or withholdeth favor as he pleaseth), hath passed by, and
fore-ordained the rest to dishonor and wrath, to be for their
sin inflicted, to the praise of the glory of his justice.
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But we ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers beloved by
the Lord, because God chose you as the firstfruits to be saved, through
sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth. To this he called you
through our gospel, so that you may obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus

Christ.
(2 Thes 2: 13-14)
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So then he has mercy on whomever he wills, and he hardens
whomever he wills. (Rom 9: 18)
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Q. 14. How doth God execute his decrees?

A. God executeth his decrees in the works of creation and
providence, according to his infallible fore-knowledge, and
the free and immutable counsel of his own will.

WA B Ca SRR AT S, Aok, AUEIRANHE
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In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined
according to the purpose of him who works all things according to the

counsel of his will. (Eph 1:11)

“F. RO, RERECEFERE. ¥, frﬁi E"] ERIRGE T A,
HAESZEEERNE EmEE, ﬁﬁh,él’] (B d4:11)

“Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and
power, for you created all things, and by your will they existed and

were created.”
(Revd: 11)



2025 % « +— A AR
m15: GG TR

. Gz Tkt RN, # G, £5H
ZW, N MR R alE TR b Y, 9ER
FIr i i #B EL 4T

Q. 15. What is the work of creation?

A. The work of creation is that wherein God did in the
beginning, by the word of his power, make of nothing the
world, and all things therein, for himself, within the space of
six days, and all very good.

oy, MaERm. 11D

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. (Gen 1: 1)

[R5, FRATEEWI sy KA MriRisE sy . SERE, IR 159 W 5k
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By faith we understand that the universe was created by the word of
God, so that what is seen was not made out of things that are visible.
(Heb 11: 3)

il Notes:
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GJE created all things out of nothing (Latin: creatio ex nihilo). Genesis 1:1
mentions three things rejected by secularism and atheism:

[ Beginning] , there is a beginning of the universe, [God] , an eternal,
self-existing Being. [Creation] , the cause of the universe's origin.
Rejecting divine creation gives rise to other worldviews such as [creation
from matters] (Latin: creatio ex materia) and evolutionism. This is not
merely an intellectual issue. If the world is the product of ‘nature’ and
‘chance,” humanity loses its purpose, eternal hope, moral foundation, and ,
resnansibility
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Q.16. How did God create angels?

A. God created all the angels spirits, immortal, holy, excelling
in knowledge, mighty in power, to execute His
commandments, and to praise His name, yet subject to

change.

MK 0 I AR AR, AR TR, s
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For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all
things were created through him and for him. (Col 1: 162

FRAEfb R AR, BRAEARSEACATEES), ATfhRTuroR, LLAE W MAthar &0, AFEERR
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(1F103: 20-21)

Bless the Lord, O you his angels, you mighty ones who do his word, obeying
the voice of his word! Bless the Lord, all his hosts, his ministers, who do his

willl
{Psalms 103; 20-21)

RAEASHE A RPN 2L, 2 2 R M B ST A I8 1 N ey 2
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Are they not all ministering spirits sent out to serve for the sake of
those who are to inherit salvation? (Heb 1: 14)

M

PTG SRR R A, RS TR AJER, [N (e sl (B0, %
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For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into
hell[a] and committed them to chains[b] of gloomy darkness to be kept

until the judgment. (2 Peter 2: 4)
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