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Q. 41. Why was our Mediator called Jesus?

A. Our Mediator was called Jesus, because he saveth his people
from their sins.
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But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him
in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife,
for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy 5pirit. She will bear a son,
and you shall call his name lesus, for he will save his people from their sins.”
(Matt 1: 20-21)
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About 700 years before the Lord Jesus Christ was born, the prophet Isaiah had
prophesied his birth in the words: “Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son,
and shall call his name Immanuel” (Isa 7:14). This prophecy is referred to in the
apostle Matthew's inspired account of the birth of the Lord, at which place we are
also told that ‘Immanuel’ or ‘Emmanuel’ means ‘God with us’ (Mt 1:23). It is
therefore somewhat surprising that when the angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph
in a dream, he told him to call the child whom Mary was carrying “Jesus” (Mt 1:21).
There is no doubt that this was the will of God, and neither do we have any doubt
that Immanuel and Jesus is the same person.
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When the angel of the Lord announced that the name of the child would be "Jesus,” he
also gave the reason: “for he shall save his people from their sins” (Mt 1:21).

This statement says a lot about the ministry of the Lord Jlesus Christ,
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First, we see that people need to be saved or rescued from their sin. Because of sin, we
are guilty and deserve the wrath and curse of God; and moreover, we are by nature
dead in sin and trespasses, and therefore bounded to sin and Satan. We need to be
saved from the punishment due to our sin and from our bondage to sin.
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Secondly, we see that our salvation from sin must be accomplished in the way
appointed by the Lord, namely by a redeemer. We cannot save ourselves by our own
effort, nor may we be saved in any other way apart from Christ Jesus.
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Thirdly, we see that the Lord Jesus Christ came to save sinners and not merely to make
salvation possible. He did not come to satisfy some preconditions so that sinners may
be offered salvation. He came to save them and all whom he came to save will be saved.

Fourthly, we see that the Lord Jesus Christ did not come to save the whole world, nor to
attempt to do so. He came to save "his people.” Who are his people? They are not the
Jews, but those whom the Father has given unto Him, namely the elect throughout the 1
ages (cf. Jn 17:9. 11).
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Fourthly, we see that the Lord Jesus Christ did not come to save the whole world, nor to
attempt to do so. He came to save "his people.” Who are his people? They are not the
lews, but those whom the Father has given unto Him, namely the elect throughout the
ages (cf. Jn 17:9, 11).
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Q.42. Why was our Mediator called Christ?

A. Our Mediator was called Christ, because he was anointed with
the Holy Ghost above measure; and so set apart, and fully
furnished with all authority and ability, to execute the offices of
prophet, priest, and king of his Church, in the estate both of his
humiliation and exaltation.
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For he whom God has sent utters the words of God, for he gives the Spirit without

measure. (Acts 3:34)
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Moses said, "The Lord God will raise up for you a prophet like me from your brothers.
You shall listen to him in whatever he tells you. ' (Acts 3:22)
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And no one takes this honor for himself, but only when called by God, just as Aaron
was. 5o also Christ did not exalt himself to be made a high priest, but was appointed
by him who said to him, “You are my Son, today | have begotten you". (Heb.5:4-5)
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“Say to the daughter of Zion, ‘Behald, your king is coming to you, humble, and
mounted on a donkey, on a colt,[a] the foal of a beast of burden.” " (Matt 21:5)
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For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his
shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and of peace
there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and
to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore,
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. {1s3.9:6-7)
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Unlike “Jesus’, ‘Christ’ is not a name. It is rather a title. The title ‘Christ’ is the
anglicised form of the Greek Cristov" (pronounced khris-tos), which means ‘Anointed
One.’
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‘Christ’ is in fact the Greek equivalent of the Hebrew ‘Messiah.” When we talk
about the Old Testament saints looking forward to the coming of the Messiah,
we are talking about how they were looking forward to the coming of Christ.
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He executed these offices, firstly, in the estate of His humiliation, namely, during His
earthly existence from the time of His conception in the womb of the virgin Mary, to
His birth in a lowly condition, to His life of subjection under His parents, to His public
ministry (after His baptism and anointing), to His sufferings at the Cross, to His death,
and finally to His burial.
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Christ executed the threefold office, secondly, in His estate of exaltation too. That is
to says, Christ was and is our Prophet, Priest and King in His rising from the dead on
the third day, in His ascension to His Father, in His intercession on our behalf at the
throne of God, and finally in His coming again at the Last Day to receive His Church
and to judge the world.
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Q.43. How doth Christ execute the office of a prophet?

A. Christ executeth the office of a prophet, in his revealing to the
Church in all ages, by his Spirit and Word, in diverse ways of
administration, the whole will of God, in all things concerning
their edification and salvation.
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No one has ever seen God; God the only Son, who is at the Father's side, he has made
him known. (John 1: 18)
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Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets,
but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all
things, through whom also he created the world. (Heb. 1:1-2)
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Mo longer do | call you servants, for the servant does not know what his master is
doing; but | have called you friends, for all that | have heard from my Father | have
made known to you. {John 15:15)
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Many of us think of a prophet as being a person who foretells the future. This is
because many Old Testament prophets did indeed, under the inspiration of God,
predict what would happen in the future.
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A prophet in the full biblical sense, however, is more than one who speaks about the
future. He is, rather, the mouthpiece or spokesman of God. And more often than not,
the message that God appoints to His prophets to speak unto His people is not
predictions about the future, but proclamations and instructions that relate to the
present as well as the eternal life of the people.
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But Christ did far, far more as a prophet of God. In fact, He was the prophet par
excellence, for He alone has seen God, has the mind of God, and is able to declare God
as God Himself (Jn 1:18).



2026 5 « A4 AR

{Haric) 18:18-19 @ EATS THER MRy — R L EMI B X

eI —frkm, R0, RERB LB EGE M, bhESR
— BT ey MR AR . AT R B TR A S, R A
®.

His prophetic office was announced through Moses in Deuteronomy 18:18-19— | will
raise them up a Prophet from among their brethren, like unto thee, and will put my
words in his mouth; and he shall speak unto them all that | shall command him. And it
shall come to pass, that whosoever will not hearken unto my words which he shall
speak in my name, | will require it of him.
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As the Prophet of God unto His Church, Christ revealed unto the Church, in all
ages “the whole will of Ged, in all things concerning their edification and
salvation.” He himself told His disciples: “All things that | have heard of my
Father | have made known unto you” (Jn 15:15b).
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What is the purpose of His revelation to His Church? It is that they might be edified,
or built up unto spiritual maturity (cf. Eph 4:13 14), and that they might enjoy eternal
life in His name (cf. Jn 20:31).
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When the catechism teaches us that Christ executes His prophetic office by His Spirit,
what it is saying is that He executes it by the Holy Spirit's ministry of revelation (1 Pet
1:10-12), inspiration (2 Pet 1:21), reminder (Jn 14:26) and illumination (1 Cor 2:9-12).
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