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Q. 54. How is Christ exalted in his sitting at the right hand of God?

A, Christ is exalted in his sitting at the right hand of God, in that as
God-man he is advanced to the highest favor with God the
Father, with all fullness of joy, glory, and power over all things
in heaven and earth; and doth gather and defend his Church,
and subdue their enemies; furnisheth his ministers and people
with gifts and graces, and maketh intercession for them.
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Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is
above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in
heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. (Phil. 2: 2-11)
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You make known to me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of
joy, at your right hand are pleasures forevermore. (Psalm 16: 11)
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....that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at
his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power
and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in
the one to come. And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over

all things to the church. ..

(Eph. 1: 20-22)
WD AR E, THAAD, ARENTREN. A
5 - N [ ({FHI3: 227

_______ who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels,
authorities, and powers having been subjected to him. (1 Peter 3:22)
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When the Scripture speaks of Christ being exalted to the right of God, we must

understand it as a metaphorical expression describing the fact that "as God-man
[Christ] is advanced to the highest favour with God the Father.”
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As the second person of the Trinity, Christ is equal in substance and equal in
power and glory with the Father from all eternity. But as the God-Man,—whose
human nature is finite and has a beginning,—He was exalted by the Father to the
highest place (Phil 2:9). He was exalted to this position as a reward for his
obedience, suffering and death according to the terms of the covenant of grace

(Phil 2:8-11).
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In this position as the God-Man, He enjoys the fullness of joy (Acts 2:28; cf. Ps
16:11), the glory that the Son of God enjoyed with His Father from all eternity (Jn

17.3) and exercises authority and power over all things in heaven and earth (Eph
1:22; Mt 28:18; 1 Pet 3:22).
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Christ the God-Man will forever be the head of His redeemed people, but when the

last enemy, death, is destroyed (1 Cor 15:26), He shall hand over the reign of
universal providence and doeminion to the Father.
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VWhen all things are subjected to him, then the Son himself will also be subjected

to him who put all things in subjection under him, that God may be all in all. {1 Cor.

15:28) |
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As God the Son, Christ is eternally equal with the Father in power, glory, and
deity.

As the God-man and Mediator, Christ’s kingdom is received from the Father,
exercised for redemption, and finally presented to the Father.
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As the King of kings, He is gathering and defending His people, and subduing all
their enemies. And as the Great Prophet of His people (Ps 110:1), He endows His
ministers and people with gifts and graces (Eph 4:10-14). And as their Great High
Priest, He is making continual intercession for them (Kom 8:34).
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Q. 55. How doth Christ make intercession?

A. Christ maketh intercession, by his appearing in our nature
continually before the Father in heaven, in the merit of his
obedience and sacrifice on earth, declaring his will to have it
applied to all believers; answering all accusations against them,
and procuring for them quiet of conscience, notwithstanding
daily failings, access with boldness to the throne of grace, and
acceptance of their persons and services.
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For Christ has entered, not into holy places made with hands, which are copies of
the true things, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our
behalf. (Heb. 9:24
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He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also
with him graciously give us all things? 33 Who shall bring any charge against
God's elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the
one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God,
who indeed is interceding for us.

(Rom.8:32-34)
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For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our
weaknesses, but cne who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet
without sin. 16 Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that

we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. {Heb.4:
AN sl LAy, WEREL, WELRAMRE, FFEMHS
. AR SR 3R OR AT B :an’-? R 9. (fHT2: 5>

¥ ou yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, tobe a
holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus
Christ.

(1 Peter 2:52
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Firstly, in terms of natural qualification, Christ our Lord is suited to be our
representative before the Father because He shares our human nature fully and was
in His earthly sojourn tempted at all points like as we are (Heb 4.15-16).
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Secondly, in terms of meritorious qualification, Christ qualifies to intercede for us
on account of His “obedience and sacrifice on earth” on our behalf. By His
sacrifice in payment for our sin, He reconciled us to God and won the right to be
our intercessor (Hek 1:3).
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Thirdly, in terms of defence, Christ is our advocate "answering all accusations
against us.” These accusations come from Satan “the accuser of the
brethren”(Rev 12:10). Satan is no doubt charging us constantly of being
unworthy of God's hlessings and favour because of our sins. But Christ our Lord
appealing to His vicarious atonement and obedience destroys all Satan's

arguments.
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Fourthly, in terms of benefits, Christ our Lord by His intercession procures at least
4 things for us, for;
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(1) We have “quiet of conscience, notwithstanding daily failings.” Although we fail
daily and are conscious of our failings, we can have peace with God through the
assurance that Christ not only paid for all our sin, but also is interceding for us.

(2) FRAT I 0J RLHER TE Ll A e e 0 BT
{2) We have "access with boldness to the throne of grace.”
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(3) Because of Christ’s intercession, we are actually accepted in Him, for the
Father never fail to do the will of His Son (Eph 1:6).
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{(4) And finally, it is also on the account of Christ’s intercession, that we can have
any assurance that our worship and good works may be acceptable to the Father.
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